
 

 



 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to Issue 11 of our St Martin’s Home Learning bulletin, Simply the Best! 
This bulletin is a showcase of students learning and a celebration of their 
maturity and continued determination to focus on their education.  
 
The bulletin brings together a small example of excellent learning for all to see 
and celebrate. We want to take this opportunity to share with all members of 
our school community how proud we are of our students’ learning.  
 
During school closure, we will be producing regular bulletins. So students, if an 
example of your learning is not in this edition, there will be plenty more 
opportunities for you to contribute.  
 
We hope you enjoy reading this issue and we look forward to sharing a new 
Simply the Best Bulletin at the end of every week.  
 
“The motto of the school Caritate et Disciplina -With Love and Learning, is driven 
by all staff in a common endeavour to improve pupils’ life chances” (Ofsted). We 
are witnessing this commitment first hand as we all pull together during these 
unprecedented times. 
 
 
Beverley Stanislaus  
Headteacher  
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ART 
Year 10 students have been working in school and completing a range of GCSE coursework tasks; from observational                  
drawing, printing and painting, that have been based on the theme of human identity and self identity. Each task                   
required learning a range of new skills and having to adapt and experience using a range of different art mediums;                    
from using graphite pencils, printing & drawing inks, oil pastels and acrylic paints. The work shown is a showcase of                    
exemplar works from those students who have been successfully working and completing work in school during the                 
lockdown period. 
 

Anna, Year 10 

 

Audrey Year 10 

 

Eilaf Year 10 

 

Emily Year 10 
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Joyce Year 10 

 

Kader Year 10 

 

 

DRAMA 
 

Zayra Year 8 
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ENGLISH 
 
Windrush Anniversary task 
Year 7 and 8 students were asked to imagine they were a child of the Windrush and then write a letter home 
capturing their first impressions on arrival in London. 
 

Aude Year 8 
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Year 9 and 10 students were asked to imagine they are the young woman in the photo newly arrived in 
England and then describe their travels and first experiences of arriving in this country. 
 

Salem Year 10 

 

 
Serena Year 10 
I’ve never seen the sun like this in Jamaica. Back home, the sun shines - she shines so bright that you                     
can’t help but think that’s how it is for everyone. On this wide, wide Earth, the sun must glow the same                     
way it glows in Jamaica. It must, or… Or what? How does an English person feel, how must an English                    
person know that the world cares for them, if not by the sun telling them that they are seen by                    
somebody, something. Here, the sun is lazy. It is almost - almost boring. Like it is not trying.  
 
We are all like mackerel in a tin, filled to the brim with bags and shining brown faces looking at the same                      
sun and the cloud filled sky, and thinking that somehow that same sky looks over the homes we’ve left.                   
I think of the cloying heat and the salted water of the place I’ve always known. The sweat that sticks to                     
your skin like a baby grasping a finger, sucking it between it’s aching teeth. My heart aches for Mama.                   
My soul aches for that sun; for that clear water and salt and to take those trees into my arms one last                      
time, to pull them between my teeth and not let go as if I were a baby. 
 
But I am not any such thing. I am a woman, a woman in England. A woman with hopes and dreams, a                      
woman whose aspirations are like mackerel caught in a tin as well. Dreaming is futile if I find a husband,                    
soon enough. I could have enough children to fill a hall, to fill that empty space that Mama left and the                     
ache that pulses softly when I think of my bed. Maybe I could be a nanny- bring joy and gapped-smiles to                     
children, or maybe a secretary. Maybe, maybe, maybe. This is the most she’s dared to think about                 
something more than looking out at the endless sea, smelling endless fish and cleaning endless mess.  
  
Maybe, maybe, maybe. The possibilities for me are endless. The choices for me are endless. 
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HISTORY 
 
This is part of an assessment the Year 10 pupils did after studying a unit on how William the Conqueror 

gained control of England after the Battle of Hastings. 

Aliya Year 10 
 
According to historian David Howarth in his book 1066 the Year of the Conquest, ‘It took William five years of 
ruthless oppression to bring the country under his power.’ How far do you agree with this view? [20 marks] 
 
I agree to an extent that it took William ‘five years of ruthless oppression’ to bring the country under his 
power and control. William’s methods to gain full control of England were quite ruthless in most cases, 
however, whether oppression and brutality was the only way in achieving this outcome is constantly 
argued upon and may be exaggerated in some cases for instance in the rebellion of Exeter in 1068, most 
people overlook the fact that the King attempted to negotiate with the rebels, giving them clear chance 
to leave unharmed. Lovely start. 

 
Exeter is clearly an example of William’s attempt to act on fairness instead of the usual impulse to kill all 
those in his path, but because of their failure to conform, he was forced to confront them in a siege to 
which they eventually surrendered. Even so, allowing them to keep their treasures and pardon them of 
their crimes before returning vows of loyalty. He also used castles to scare the English into submission 
rather than fighting and attempted to respect their traditions. Some of the earliest of his tactics were 
also negotiations with the Anglo-Saxon Earls of Mercia and Northumbria, Edwin and Morcar to keep 
their lands because they had not fought against William at Hastings as long as they accepted William’s 
authority as king and as their feudal lord and swore an oath of loyalty. Good focus on William’s less ruthless 
tactics. 
 

However, there were numerous occasions in which William fought against rebels that he saw as threats 
to his crown and refused to accept him as the leader of their country in the most ruthless manner. Some 
of these included battles in York, Exeter, Ely, Herefordshire and the Harrying of the North. In the 
Harrying of the North, in the North East of England to be exact, from 1069 to 1070, he had ordered 
villages to be destroyed and people to be killed. In this process, most people who survived had starved 
to death at the King’s hands. Not only had the population reduced by 75% but the land was salted to 
prevent crop growth in the future. He had caused pain and death in his own country and evidently had 
used violence as the main use to gain control of the country, forcing his people to submit to his every 
wish, which arguably overrides any small acts of kindness that he had shown at other times.  Excellent 
evaluation. Here it is also worth pointing out that Wiliam treated everyone the same, even those that were not 
involved in any way with the rebellions.  
 
Additionally, in the siege of Ely, the king sent ships to block supplies and to cut off access from the east 
of the Fens while using brute force against his people. He even recruited a local witch and built a high 
wooden tower from which she could curse the rebels across the marshes and after the monks had 
betrayed the rebels and the English had surrendered, leaders were imprisoned while others had their 
hands cut off or eyes gouged out in the most horrific of events. 
 
In conclusion, it would seem evident that William tried to use less ruthless methods at first in many 
situations and resorted to negotiation instead, but as the threat from the rebels and invaders grew he 
became more ruthless to protect his authority, so it doesn’t seem to have been 5 years of ruthless 
oppression although William did become ruthless and applied brutal force when it was necessary to 
maintain his power. 
 
WWW: Very good answer and well argued from both sides of the question. 
EBI: In this question when evaluating, bring in something about the way he had won the Battle of Hastings to add 
some contextual knowledge to the argument and explain why he had to be ruthless to get the country under 
control. You also need 1 more example for the not ruthless argument. 
17/20 
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HUMANITIES 
Year 7 students have been looking at the history of Brixton.  This week’s focus was on the significance of 
music in Brixton’s past.  Victory chose to research the Brixton Academy. 
 

Victoria Year 7 
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MANDARIN 
 

Julieth Year 7 

 

Namuun Year 8 

 

Jade Year 7 

 

Robyn Year 7 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

Tasmine Year 10  

 

 

 

 
MUSIC 
Y9 have been designing their own music festival and one of their tasks was to design a logo that could go on 
all their promotions and merchandise. Here are three of the best! 
 

Shani Year 9 

 

Ebunoluwa Year 9 

 
 
Krystall Year 9 
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SCIENCE 
 

Sara Year 8 

 

 

 

Firdaws Year 9 
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Amirah Year 7 

DON'T CALL ME “REFUGEE” 

My life, my destiny has been so painful,  

so don’t call me “refugee”. 

My heart aches, my eyes cry, I beg of you,  

please don’t call me “refugee”. 

It feels like I don’t even exist in the world,  

as if I'm a migrant bird far away from my land, 

Turning back to look at my village. I beg of you,  

please don’t call me “refugee”. 

Oh, the things I've seen during these painful years.  

The most beautiful days I've seen in my land, 

I've dreamed of our house. I beg of you,  

please don’t call me “refugee”. 

The reason why I write all of these sad things, 

is that living in a meaningless life is like hell. 

What I really want to say I, I beg of you,  

please don’t call me “refugee”. 
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